
CHURCH HISTORY 
 

If you look us up in the phone book, you will see the words. “Old Fashioned Direct Missions 
Promoting Church Perpetuity from Christ”. I am not sure who came up with that 
advertisement, but it has been that way since before I became pastor. 

This church believes in church perpetuity.  The basis of that belief is found in God’s Word, 
the Bible, Matthew 16:18,  “And  I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  Jesus said 
that..therefore it is true.  But what exactly does it mean? 

“Upon this rock.” Some suppose, as does the Roman Catholic church that Jesus 
founded His church upon Peter.  Peter’s name in Greek is “Petros”, which means a 
stone.  See Jn. 1:42. 

The Rock, is the word “petra”, which means large mass of rock.  See Matt. 7:24-25.  
This word refers to the kind of large rock mass that would be used for building upon, 
not a little stone.  See also, Matt. 27:60; Mk. 15:46. 

Clearly, Jesus used these two words in order to present a contrast.  In 1Cor. 10:4, the 
Apostle Paul uses the term “rock” to identify Christ.  Therefore, Christ is the rock upon which 
He built His church. 

We know that the church which Christ built was a group of disciples.  He built a called out 
assembly. They were the first church and Jesus did not start any other church.  The 
followers of Jesus Christ were already unified in doctrine and they met together, therefor 
they were local.  Acts 2:1. 

The basis for the claim of church perpetuity comes from Christ’s promise that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against His church.  Perpetuity means something continues forever, or 
for a very long time.  In this case, Christ’s church will withstand the gates of hell. 

When we say Baptist perpetuity, we do not mean “apostolic perpetuity”, as claimed by the 
Roman popes and other groups. 

“By ‘Baptist Perpetuity’ we mean, ‘there has never been a day since the organization 
of the first New Testament church by the Lord Jesus Christ and the apostles in which 
there was no genuine New Testament church existing on the earth’”. 

Or, put another way, since Jesus called out His church there has not ceased to be such a 
church on the earth.    If real churches ceased to exist, then Matt. 18:17 would mean 
nothing. 

Christ promised to be with His churches always. Matt. 28:20.   



In 1Cor. 11:26 we see that the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance given to churches with the 
intention that churches continue to observe the Lord’s Supper, “till He come”. 

In Eph. 2:19-22 the church in Ephesus was called a “habitation of God”.  The members 
there were all of the household (family) of God, meaning they were all saved.  But, 
furthermore, they were built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets and Christ.  
Thus, Eph. 3:21 would not make sense if there ceased to be churches. 

Look at Eph. 5:27.  Evidently, Christ expects to have churches until he gathers them into 
heaven, at which time He will have one, visible, local assembly. 

The type of church that Jesus built was Baptist. 

It had a message.  Mk. 16:15. 

It had an organization.  Acts 1:21-26. 

It had a form of discipline.  Mt. 18:15-18. 

It had a church membership roll.   Acts 1:15. 

It had the ordinances.  Mt. 28:18-20. 

It had a commission.  Mt. 28:18-20. 

It had a treasurer.  Jn. 12:6. 

 

Churches like that first church have continued to exist until this day.  Consider the following 
quotes (from Moser): 

“…without doubt there were Baptists then, as all Christian were Baptists.” William C. King, 
“Crossing the Centuries”  “Of the Baptists it may be said that they are not Reformers.  
These people, comprising bodies of Christian believers, known under various names in 
different countries, are entirely independent of and distinct from the Greek and Roman 
churches, and have an unbroken continuity from apostolic days down through the centuries.  
Throughout this long period they were bitterly persecuted for heresy, driven from country to 
country, disfranchised, deprived of their property, imprisoned, tortured and slain by the 
thousands; yet they swerved not from the New Testament faith, doctrine and practice.” 

John Clark Ridpath, author of “Ridpath’s History of the World” wrote: 

“I should not readily admit that there were Baptist churches as far back as A.D. 100, 
although 

Sir Isaac Newton wrote: 



“The Baptists are the only body of known Christians that have never symbolized with 
Rome.” 

Many other historians attest to the fact that Baptist churches find their origin with Christ. But, 
name alone, does not a Baptist church make.  Doctrine is what makes a Baptist church. 

Here is what I have been able to find out about the history of Badger Road Baptist Church: 

Organized December 11, 1966 by Missionary Gene Seay, sent out by the authority of 
Highlands Baptist Church, Boone, CO. 

Highlands Baptist Church came out of Pitkin Avenue Baptist Church, Fowler, CO, in 1946. 

Pitkin Avenue Baptist church was formerly known as Second Baptist Church of Fowler.  In 
1946, the Second Baptist Church and First Baptist Church merged.  When that happened, 
some members were opposed because they felt that First Baptist had a compromising 
doctrinal stand.  They split to form Highlands Baptist Church in Boone. 

The origin of Second Baptist Church of Fowler is unknown to me at this time but there are 
references in Colorado history to a Baptist church in Fowler, CO in the late 1800’s. 
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